
System Violence in Schools – Workshop by Blocks Together 

 

20min Intros and Icebreaker:  

20min Discussion: (Facilitator assesses where youth are at and introduces the 

concept of systemic violence)  

“when you think of school violence what do you think of? What does it look like? When 

you think of violence in the community what do you think of? What is violence? What 

are the different types of violence? Is it always a individual person being violent? What 

about the forms of violence you don’t see as easily?” 

 

Use a co-facilitator’s art skills (artistic willingness will due if no skill is available) to 

illustrate what participants say.  

 

Have a co-facilitator create a violence chart as you explain what the workshop is about – 

concentric circles with the label “self” in the middle, then “person to person” then 

“community” then “society/systems”.   

 

“We are often taught that violence is something that happens between two individuals. 

This workshop is about exploring the underlying reasons for some of the everyday 

violence we see in schools and on the street and figuring out how it fits together as part of 

a disturbing form of systematic violence called the school to prison pipeline.” 

 

 

20min Gameshow-  

Designate one facilitator to be a host and one to be a judge 

break into teams and each team figures out what unique thing their team will do to 

respond to questions in the game show (instead of buzzing in with a buzzer). If there is 

time have them decide what their team name is.  

Questions: (the capitalized letter is the right answer) 

1) T/f Metal Detectors started being widely used in urban schools after white students 

started shooting up suburban schools.  

 

2) t/F Corporal punishment (hitting paddling spanking, slapping) is legal in IL.  

Follow up discussion:ABC news uncovered a trend of school staff paddling students. 

Have you heard of this happening or seen it yourself? Why do you think they get away 

with it?  

 

3) t/F Zero Tolerance is an approach to disciplining students in Chicago that is only used 

for cases where students bring guns or drugs to school. 

 

4) T/f In 2009 in Chicago whole group of students got arrested for having a food fight 

where no one got hurt.  

Follow up discussion: “The school would not drop the charges. do you think that was fair 

or too much?” 

 

5) A super predator is  



a) a military assault riffle that is now being used by the Chicago Police Department 

b) a term used for black youth in the 90’s to justify trying them as adults in court 

c) a genetically engineered wolf.  

Answer: b)  

Follow up discussion: “what do you think of that?” Explain how this super predator myth 

got picked up by the media and wound up influencing politicians to create tougher laws 

for youth.  

 

6) Need 2 volunteers for this one. In 1995 only 32 expulsions happened in CPS. (confirm 

they know what an expulsion is and have the first volunteer take 3 steps to represent the 

amount of expulsions on a pretend chart on the floor. Your question is: How many 

students were expelled from CPS in the 2003-2004 school year?  

a) 60  

b) 100 

c) 300 

d) 3000 

Answer: d 

Make the second volunteer show 3,000 by starting to take 300 steps.  

“Where would this volunteer end up if we had him really represent  3000 expulsions? In 

the mean time you have them discuss why did this happen in just 4 years difference? Did 

the kids really get that much more violent? No. It was a policy change! They started 

arresting kinds for smaller stuff. So what used to get you a suspension or even a call 

home would get you arrested.”  

 

t/F in Florida a 3
rd

 grade African American girl was arrested in 2007 for having a tantrum 

in class (no one was hurt).  

Follow up: she was in kindergarden, 5 years old and they called the cops, handcuffed her 

and her mom had to get her from a jail cell! 

 

Announce the winner of the game! 

 

20 min Tying it Together 

“All of these questions were about different examples or symptoms of the school to 

prison pipeline. Can you name one example we covered?”(each team gets to answer one 

that we covered and go back and forth till we are done) 

 

“So these are a bunch of examples. What do they all have in common? In other words 

what is the general definition of the school to prison pipeline?” 

 

“Look at this school to prison pipeline that we are filling out. Can anyone name other 

examples that we have not mentioned?  When a school has 40 kids in one small 

classroom, not enough school councilors how does that feed into the school to prison 

pipeline?”  

 (cutting after school activities, what they teach isn’t relevant to your life and your 

community, standardized tests that pressure schools to kick out kids that test badly so 

they don’t get closed down) 



 

“How is all of this a form of violence? What kind of violence is it? How does system 

violence wind up affecting person to person violence? How does it affect how people 

think of themselves?” 


